	Verb Suffixes

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Example

	-ate
	become
	eradicate

	-en
	become, increase
	shorten

	-ify, -fy
	make or become
	terrify

	-ize, -ise
	become, to cause
	civilize


A suffix is a letter or group of letters added at the end of a word to make a new word. 

- en (INCREASE) 

used to form verbs which mean to increase the stated quality 
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	You can sweeten your drink with honey or brown sugar. 


-ify, -fy
used to form verbs meaning to cause an increase in the stated quality; to become 
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	to simplify (=make more simple) 
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	to intensify (=make more intense) 
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	to beautify (=make beautiful) 


-ize, British and Australian usually -ise 
combining form added to adjectives to form verbs meaning “to cause”, “to become”
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	to modernize (=to make modern) 
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	to centralize


